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guch late communications, petitions and affidavits connected
" with the subject as have reached this Department. To these
documents, I].wo'uld respectfully and earnestly draw your Ex-
ellency’s particular attention, as ample evidence of the facts
therein set forth, arid the urgeney of that assistance and suecor
that their present distressed situation so imperiously demands.,,
Your Excellency will perceive by the perusal of these papers,
that the most lamentable distress, anarchy and confusion must
inevitably result from the state of affairs therein re(f)resenbedg.,
leading ultimately to the total disorganization and destruetion’
of the'whole line of the Rio Grande -unless prompt and ener-
%?tiu measures be taken to prevent the continuance of the evil.
*he civil authorities are perfectly paralysed, and the military
stationed on, the lower Rio Grande, have declared themselves
unable to render the requested assistance to support the execu-
“tion of the laws; while on the Rio Grande, the almost
entire withdrawal of the troops from the county of El Paso,
leaves the prospect for that portion even still more desperate
and deplorable. . ; |
~ Independent of every other serious consideration, the impor-
tance of preserving inviolate existing treaties with the neigh-
boring Republic of Mexico, whose limits run along the western:
bank of the Rio Grande in close proximity to the western line
of this State from its northern to its sonthern extremities, and
the impracticability of doingso under the existing state of thing
on that frontier, must forcibly impress your Excellency with the
- urgent 'neiceasit{ for additional mllltag force upon that line to
sustain the authorities and suppress infraction. 2
After much consideration of the matter, I have felt it my du-
to take immediate steps for the relief of the lower Rio Gran-
de, and with that view have called into the service of the State
three companies of mounted volunteers, (numbering i all
%})ont 200 _rank and file), who are to act in concert with the.
nited States troops stationed in that quarter. The Adjutant
~ General of the State has been directed to proceed to that point,
- and is now in the discharge of the duties thus assigned him ; a
cogy of his instructions accompany this communication. _
 therefore trust that' the General Government, in considera-
tion of the pressing emergency and the serious responsibility
incurred by a longer delay, will recognise the services of these
volunteer troops, and make such further and more permanent,
~ digposition, as upon examination shall be found necessary to res
store that peace and security to which this unfortunate country
has been so long a stranger. :
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Cawvr Brr, |

15 miles above Laredo, Sept. 22, 1852,

To His Excellency, P. H. Berr,
Grovernor of the State of Texas:

I have the honor to report that at daylight on the morning
of the 15th inst., I received an express from the Hon. H. P,
Bee, informing me that a party of Indians had crossed over
from Mexico about 20 miles below Laredo, and had sacked the
various ranches below, even as far as Roma. Several days
having elapsed since the occurrence, I deemed it proper to
strike for the upper Nueces, where 1 expected either to await
their return ; or, should they have passed up, to follow their
trail.

On the 16th I struck a trail at the head of the Raices, lead-
ing up the conntry, upon which I encamped for the night, be-
ing satisfied from appearances of the trail, as well as their fre-
quent halts to cook their horse-meat, that the Indians believed
themselves out of danger, and were travelling without any pre-
cautions. The sequel proved that I was right in my caleula-
tions, as I overtools them about 8 o’clock, A, M., of the 17th, en-
camped on the San Roque, about 30 miles W. N. W. of Fort
Ewell, on the Nueces.

The action was commenced by the Indians themselves, by
coming out of an arroyo in which they were encamped, forming
in front of it, and opening a heavy fire with muskets, rifles, ar-
rows and one six-shooter, upon my command, and throwine out
a red blanket challenging me to attack them. I immediately
formed in front of them at about 75 paces distance, with A.
Gatlitf and J.D.Seott a littlein front and on my extreme right,
and ordered my long rifles to open a fire, slow and sure. A.
Gatliff, one of my trailers and guide, commenced the action by
killing the chief. No man moved or fired withiout an order
from me; but ag the Indians had decidedly the advantage of
position, being covered by the arroye, I ordered J. D. Scott,
also one of my trailers, with a party of men, to cut off the cabal-
fado of the Indians, and A. Gatliff, with another party, to get
fo the rear of the ememy 50 as to cut off his final retreat, while
I, with 15 of my men on foot, leaving J. Bott with a small de-
tachment to guard the horses, charged the arroyo about 100
paces below the encampment.

My infantry gallantly charged the enemy, and s severe con-
flict ensued ; the Indians were finally forced out of the arroyo,
when they were met by the mounted men who continue({ &
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a ranging fire upon them, and remounting my infantry, I fol-
lowed them until I was stopped by a heavy shower of rain,
which poured in such torrents as to render it impossible to dis-
tin uisﬁ any thing a-head.

he Indians numbered nineteen men and two women ; of
this number but one certainly escaped. Nine men killed on
the ground; the remainder desperately wounded. Twenty-
three horses and mules, with saddles, Mexican blankets, arms,
dee., were amongst the articles captured. The rout ot the ene-
my was complete and disastrous : one horse wounded, was the
only damage to my command.

I cannot speak in-too high terms of the gallantry of my com-
mand ; the most of them young and without experience, they
proved themselves worthy of their country and the service in
which they were engaged. ' “

A. Gatliff and J. D. Scott acted as my spies and guides, and
Tbeg to present them to your Excellency as gallant soldiers
and entirély worthy of your consideration.” To the young men
who commanded my detached parties, all praise is due for their
firmness and decision. Sergeant E. T. Calhoun was by my
side while acting as infantry, and I bear cheerful testimony to
his gallantry. Hermann Raven, MeAnderson and George W,
Logan, of Austin, are reported to me in the highest terms.

As this is the first foray of the Indians since I have been on
this frontier, it may be presumed that I should have prevented
the crossing of the Indians below this place, or should have
been s0 soon on their trail-as to have averted the lamented re-
sults which followed their incarsion. A word therefore to your
Excellency upon the point may be necessary. -

Upon my arrival npon this frontier, I found the Rifle Com-
Fanies already in the field, with baggage waggons and ambu-

ances, and in full possession of all the various water holes be-
low the San Antbnio road. I therefore did not deem it necessa-
ry to pass below or south of that road, except npon a fresh trail,
and left them to guard the lower while I took charge of the up-
per portion of the country. Therefore, as soon as I heard of
the entrance of the Indians T preferred to take a position which
would render my services efficient, should the Indians succeed
1n passing through the cordon of posts established by the regu-
lars ; the result proved that my position was fortunate.

The authenticated report from below states that two Mexi-
cans and one American have been killed, and over 100 horses
driven off ; and although the party I met wera doubtless of the
nuwber who committed the depredations, yet the larger portion
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seventy-two thousand dollars, ($572,000 00), and collected in
interest due upon the same, the sum of seven thousand tyw
hundred and eighty dollars and thirty cents, ($7,280 30),+ Jx
amount he deposited in the Treasury, to the credit of the State,
- The premium charged and collected npon said bonds, amoun
to seventeen thousand one hundred and sixty dollars, ($17,160.
From this amount, all the expenses, such as advertising, travel
ling expenses of the Comptroller to New York and Washington
city and back; insurance and transportation of specie, ete.
ete., incident to the sale of United States Bonds, under acl;o{'
Febroary 16th, 1852, were paid, amounting as per statement
“D,” herewith submitted, to the sum of eleven thousand one
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixteen cents, (11,166 16.)
_ The balance of five thousand nine hundred and ninety-three
dollars and _eiﬁhty-four cents, ($3,993 84) was deposited in the
Treasury to the credit of the State. As the -Legislature had
neglected to make appropriation for the expenses attending the
pf%,ﬁf thre bonds, it was deemed proper to pay the same out
of the premium which had been collected in this office, (with-
out the direct authority of law) upon the bonds disbursed there- -
Afrom, and leave it for the iﬁgislature to sanction the course
pursued, if judged correct, and express by law in what man-
net:;] ?iie account of the Treasurer relative to the same shall be
settled. *

In the ent of the bonds at the arbitrary premium of
three per ]c::g:: it was optional with claimants to take them, or
wait a short time for the specie, and while in most cases t.ﬁay
were taken, it is believed that few or none suffered loss there-
from. Onthe contrary, many gained, as the actnal value of the
bonds in market was above the rate charged by the office ; as
evidenced by the price the bonds brought, upon the bids opened
on the 4th of May last. '

The determination to chargea premium upon the bonds paid
~out, placed the Treasurer in an embarrassing and unpleasin

sitnation, from the fact that when complaints were mpde, whi
was sometimes the case, he could not plead authority of law for
his course ; while at the same time, he felt conscions that he
was acting for the best interest of the State, and believed that
his conduct would be approved by the proper authorities of the
same. Beyond the amount of seventeen thonsand one hundred
and sixty dollars, ($17,160 00) by which the State was 'direet.zg
benefited, it is believed that the plan adopted and pursued hs
a beneﬁc:gkal effect, upon thesale of bonds, in an increase of pre-
8&9 o e
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Messrs Evans of Bexar, Bee and Rowe were app
- committee to wait upon the Senate, and inform that body:
His Excellency the Governor’s Message had been received, m
tender an invitation to the Honorable the Senate to take a seat:
within the House of Representatives for the purpose of hearing:
- r-swoeagbige S U Bxiawro i
enate was then recewe 18 KX 48
Governor’s Message read to the Housa of Rapresantahvé lmda
B n mollon, of Hs. Seot, 5,000 copies o tho Governiw'
n motion cott, 0@ copies of the Grovernor's
sage Was re& to be nnted aI:nended by Mr. Brym
-Cameron, 50 of 8 anish and Germen e
On motion of haggetlg, ouse adJoumed unti 3 o'eloc
PadRe |

| TarEE o’omo:, r. w -
.'E[ouse met-—-roll ca.lled uornm present. 7
- Mr. Evans of Polk snbmﬂ;withe llowing rmmm :
Resolwed, That the Speaker appoint a oommittee on Mﬂita—J
Affairs, to corsist of seven members, and that the Hon. E.
E Tarrant baappomtedchmrmanof saad eommim, BdOP

Whereu n the a Tnn!nd,
Edwards, Evans of iglﬁfom Hord and Johnson
committee.

H}r. Neighbors introduced a bill to be entitled amaehtq -
ﬁm Internal ImProvement.s in the State of Texas ma;};

t time.

Mr. Neighbors moved a s zonofthernlomquning-

bills to bzlgrtad on three several days ; lost.
~ Mr. Mabry offered the following resolution:

- Resolved, That so much of the Goyemor’a message. mm
to Austin’s Colony, be reférred to a Belect commltwq, ‘which
Ty e Ty
ing commi essrs. Mabry, n, ryan 0 ar-
“ deman of mem and Tarner. .

- M. Jowers offered the following resolution: 0

Lesolved, That the committee on Public Printing ba, mdu
they are hereby required to contract for thirty copies of ﬁm
State Gazette per week for each member of this Hﬁmﬁ-r

: Mtgd&obto ered the following as a substitute, which WM‘L,
cep ¢ 1hod 1 il

Leesolved, That the House of Bepmmntatwm,, in. h&aﬁvf:

nnmber Gf tri-weekly papers taken at the last session of the
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